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BUNDABERG HOSPITAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

STATEMENT OF DR SHARYN SMITH

I, SHARYN SMITH, Consultant Emergency Physician, Royal Brisbane and Women’s
Hospital, Brisbane in the State of Queensland, acknowledge that this written statement is

true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

I. Iam currently employed by Queensland Health as a Consultant Emergency Physician

at the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital (RBWH).

[

On 27 July 2004, at 6:45pm, I was contacted by Dr James Boyd of the Bundaberg
Base Hospital and requested to arrange for the transfer of Mr Desmond Bramich from

Bundaberg to the Princess Alexandra Hospital.

L2

Prior to me receiving the telephone call from Dr Boyd (from perusing the records
held by the RBWH), | am aware that Dr Victoria Brazil, another Emergency
Physician at the RBWH, had received a telephone call from Dr Carter, a doctor at
Bundaberg Base Hospital. at 4:20pm. At that time I believe there was a discussion in

relation to Mr Bramich but there was no request for retrieval at that stage.

4. At the time that this incident occurred, the process for arranging a retrieval involved
the referring hospital contacting the clinical coordinator for their particular zone.
Clinical coordination for the central zone, which included Bundaberg, was performed

by the Emergency Department of RBWH.

5. Atiached and marked “SM-1” 1s a copy of the ‘Critical Care Retrieval Services -
Clinical Coordination Form’. The information written on this form in blue was
written by myself as a result of my conversation with Dr Bovd at 6:45pm. 1

.understand that the information written on the form in black was written by Dr Brazil,
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whose writing I recognise, as a result of the earlier discussion between her and Dr

Carter at 4.20pm.

6. After receiving the telephone call from Dr Boyd, I then contacted the Aeromedical
Desk at Queensland Ambulance Service and arranged for the aircraft to be made
available. I also arranged for Dr Jacqui Butler, a Registrar from the RBWH., to meet
the RFDS plane and crew at Brisbane Airport and attend to the retrieval of Mr

Bramich.

7. According to the clinical coordination form, that Dr Butler left the RBWH at
approximately 7:30 pm to meet the Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) plane at
Brisbane Airport.

8. 1do not recall any further telephone calls or interaction between myself and the
Bundaberg Base Hospital in relation to the retrieval of Mr Bramich. [ also do not
recall being contacted by anyone at Bundaberg Base Hospital, or otherwise, and being
asked to defer or cancel the retrieval. If this had oceurred, it would ordinarily be

documented on the clinical coordination form.

9. lam also unaware of the reason for the delay in the RFDS piane departing from the
Brisbane Airport. Having said that, it is not unusual for a doctor to attend the Airport

for a retrieval and the plane not be ready to depart.”

10. On the first page of the Form referred to in paragraph 3 of this statement (Attachment
‘SM-1") I have written a comment stating “ *This patient was ventilated at 1300 - a
Jact which they failed to mention on initial phone call”. The significance of this
comment is that such information is required in order to assess the staff and
equipment requirements that may be necessary for the retrieval. It is also an

indication of the severity of the patient’s condition.
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All of the facts and circumstances above deposed to are within my own knowledge and
belief, save such as are deposed to from information only and my means of knowledge

and sources of information appear on the face of this my affidavit.

Signed at Brisbane on 3 #~C-October 2005.

Dr Sharyn Smith

Consultant

Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital
Queensland Health
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