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PURPOSE: o o

1. To seek the epproval of the Director-General to extend the reporting time l%mxt for Dr
John North and Dr Peter Giblin from the Australian Orthopaedic Association, appointed
on 6 May 2004 as investigators pursuant to Division 1, Part 6 of the Health Services Act
1991, for the purposes of conducting a review of the provision of OrmOpaet:c services iy

- the public sector in the Fraser Coast Health Service.District, to 30 Novemh' 2004.
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BACKGROUND: | , ; . -

2. The Fraser Coast Health Service District ia;::proacl'xed the Austrahan{ Orthopaedic .
- - Association (AOA) secking their assistance in undemkma an mdepcndent assessment of
orthopaedic services within the District. P , l‘

i 5. On 6 May 2004, the Director General appointed AQA representatives, Dli John North
and Dr Peter Giblin, pursuant to Division 1, Part 6 of the-Health Servicesidct 1991, as
/ ‘ investigators to investigaie mafiers relating jto the management, administration or
‘q : ' delivery of public sector health services as $et out in Terms of Réference, and to provxde
i a written report'to Dr Buckland by 30 June 2004 or such date as agreed by

4. Further advice was then received from the AQA on 9 June 2004 that the: two doctors
. were unable to carry out an inspection until the beginning of July which wa5 outside the
! requested report date. The AOA also advised that it suill required a lerter of indemnity for
T . the AOA itself with the AOA advised that it was prepared to allow the ihspection to
proceed as planned but would withhold the repoxt pending receipt of '{he letter of
indemnity.

5. On28 Tuly 2004, the Director-General pranted an extension to Dr North and Dr Giblin 10
provide theijr report by 30 September 2004. However, the Director-General s{med he was
not prepared to indemnify the AQA. xtself T b

6. AsDr North and Dr Giblin had carried out their inspection on 2 July 2004, thc Dzrector- '
General’s decision was not conveyed to the-AOA: and to Drs North and G1bl:ﬂ untx! after

the mspection had ocourred. - )
' ' ]
7. On 21 September 2004, Dr Giblin, who is also Honorary Secretary of the AOA '
- . contacted, Dr Hanelt, Director of Medical Servxces, Fraser Coast Health Service D:stnct,
! (u -+, advising that the’ ‘Tidemnity issue i§ causing concern at the AOA. and advice is being
: " 'sought’In his email, Dr Giblin also advised that additional material on Qrthopaedic
services at Fraser Coast is accumulating so it would appear that preparation of the report
13 proceeding. Dr Giblin asked whether & further 60 day extens:on of txmé could be
, granted for provxdmg the report. . L
- 8. On 3 October 2004, the Dirsctor-General granted an extension to Dr North and Dr Giblin
to provide their report by 31 October 2004, The Director-General stated thatigiven the.
inspection occwred in early July and that he had indemnified the doctors individually .
: there is little reason to extend the review, The D:rector—Gcneral’s decision wi conveyed :

'/ . Tothetwo doctors. R i
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= * 9. Dr Giblin has now contacted the Health Service advising that the 60 dey extehsion was
also requested due to his commirments to a world‘ orthopaedic conferenice beq}g held in

Sydney in October. Why he did not convey thlS fact earlier is unknown.
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10. Dr Giblin has advxsed thit this world orthopaedlc meetmg is attended by all English

speakmg countries and is held every 4 years, this time in Australia, Dr Giblin advises
that he is on the organising committee for the meeting which is being theld from 22

T e

October 2004 to 30 October 2004 and that his commitments include presenting papers,
chairing meetings and actmg as Secretary at other mee,nngs p

11. Another mmgatma factor in support of 2 filrther extensxon is that Dr Hanell the Director
of Medical Services, Fraser Coast HSD, has advised thar some mfoxmahoﬂ requested by
the two investigators was onply able to be provxded by the Health Sentvzce in early
October. i

12. The Health Service nesds the ALOA to be involved in the review process to lr nd authority
f to the findings of the review. This puts the AOA in a position of strength. ltjappears that,
as members of the AOA, Dr North and Dr szhn will delay writing their report until the
; AOA’s position is decxded : '
¥
13, Dr Giblin’s commitment to the orthopaedic congress in Sydney plus the deglay with the
Health Service proving additional information in connection with the investigation

would appear ro make it unlikely that Dr Giblin can complete the report by the cirrent
deadline of end of October.
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| BENEms AND COSTS:
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5 14. Obtzining assistance from the AQA in deﬁmng guidelines for the Senior Medical
Officers will ensure that best practices are followed and will help allays any[commun:ty

toncern about the Orthopaedic services the sttrzct provideg,
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| CONSULTATION: : 3‘
15, The need for consu]tatmn with other partuas in relation to the request foran e
was not evident.
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ATTACHMENTS:
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16. N/A. ' |
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RECOMMENDATION(S): ) , N,

17.Iris recommended that:
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i. The Director-General grant an extension to Dr Norrh and Dr Giblin to provide their
. report by 30 November 2004, ’

il

—rp, e

TR —. S—— S




