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8 ACKGROUND: t 

. 2. The Fraser Coast Health Service District i ppproached the AusWanI Orthopaedic 
.. . Association (AOA) seeking their assisiance in undertaking an independent ~sessmcnt of 

3. On 6 May 2004, the Director General appointed AOA representatives, Dk John North 

orthopaedic eiewices vithin the District. i I 

and Dr Peter Gibiin, pursuant to Division 1, Part 6 of phs,Healih Servtces 
investigators to investigate ma*rs relating jto the management, a W  
detivery ofpublic sect& health services .as set dut in T e r n  ofliefwence, 
a written report to Dr BuckIand by 30 June 2004 or such tiate as agreed by 
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haher advice was then received h m  the AQA on 9 June 2004  the^ 
were unable to crarry out an i O S p ~ k x l  until We .beginning of July which 
requested report dab. The AOA also advised that it srill requked a letter 
the AOA itself*with the AOA advised that it was prepared to allow 
proceed ag planned but would withhold the ~eport pending receipt of letter of 
indemnity. 
On 28 July 2004, the Director-Genera1 p t c d  eXtenson to Dr North and Dr Gjblin ro 
provide their report by 30 September 2004. Gow&ver, the Director-General sQfed he was 
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I not prepare$ .to indemnify the AOA itself. 
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: the inspection had occurred. I I 

6. A s  Dr North and Dr Giblin had carried out their hpection on 2 July 2004, the Director- 
GeneraI's decision was not conveyed to the.AOA; and to Drs North and GiblJ until after 
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. granted for providing the report. 

1 rhere is Iittle reason'to extend the review. The Di+c'cor-Geaeral's decision vvdconveyed 
to the two doctors. t ' 9. Dr Giblin has now contacted the Health Service &vising that the 60 dey extebion was 
also requested due to his commiments to a world: orthopaedic conference beivg heid in 
Sydney in October. Why he did nor convey this fa! earlier is unknown. 
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IO. Dr Giblin has advised &kt this world orthopaedic meeting iS aitinded Ly all English 

speaking countn'es and is held every 4 yeas,' this time in Australia Dr bibtin advises 

-Mer 2004 to 30 October 2004 a d  that his cmmitmenb include preskhg papets, - 
chairing meetings and amhg as sewelmy at orfier rneejings. 

1 I .  Another &ti gating factor in support ofa fixth&:'exteniion is that &:Haneed# the Director 
of Medical Services, Fraser Coast HSD, has adhsed hac some iflfbmatioj requested by 
The two investigators was only able to be provided by the Hd* Sewice in early 
October. 

rhat he is on the organishg committee for q e  meeting which is beinglbeld frclm -22 
k 
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ISSUES: . I 
t 

I 12. The Health Service needs the AOA to be bvohkd in tlie review process to I p d  i authdty 
i to the findings of the xcviev. This puts the AOA in a position of strength It appears *at, 

as members of the AOA, Dr North and Dr Gib& will delay writing their m&xt until the 
AOA's position is decided. 

13, Dr Giblm's commitment to ?he orthopaedic c&gress in Sydney plus the d#ay with the 
Health Service provhg additional infomati& in connecrion with the investigation 
wodd appear to make ir unlikely that Dr Giblih can complete the report b$ the c u m r  
deadline of end of October. 
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14.Obtdng assistance from the AOA in defining guidelines for the S e v t  1 Medical 

Officers will ensure that best practices ate followed and will help allays rtny[co;mmunify 
concern about the Ordiopaedic sewices the District provides. 
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IS. The neexi for consultation wifh other parties in mlation to the request for an edens~on 
I was not evident 
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ATITACKMENTS: 

! 16. N/A. 
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17. It $9 recommended that: 
I 
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i. The Director-Genera1 grant an extension to Dr North and Dr Giblin to prov{& heir 

* .  repon by 30 November 2004. 
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